. UV-Vis absorbance spectra of the Ln-1 compounds in anhydrous chloroform. The peak position and extinction coefficients for the ca. 350 nm band differ slightly, depending on the choice of Ln 3+ ion. 
. UV-Vis absorbance spectra of the Ln-1 compounds in anhydrous chloroform. The peak position and extinction coefficients for the ca. 350 nm band differ slightly, depending on the choice of Ln 3+ ion. Fig. S3 could be due to the relatively lower energy required for the d-f transitions of Ce 3+ ions, although further investigations are required to reveal the detailed mechanisms behind this. In contrast, the unique shape of the Eu-1 excitation spectra is due to the fact that emission signals from the Eu 3+ ion can be clearly observed. Therefore, the excitation spectra are dominated by the Eu 3+ -centered emission signals, instead of the shifting of the monitored emission wavelengths. for photoluminescence study, and re-dissolving the solid residue in 0.7 mL anhydrous CD 2 Cl 2 . It is clearly seen that both the 1 H signals from the salicylate aromatic ring (denoted by '*') and that from the isopropoxide groups (denoted by '¤'; the signal at around 5.3 ppm overlaps with the residual signal from CD 2 Cl 2 ) are all well resolved, indicating that majority of the La-1 cages retain their molecular structure in dilute solution. 
